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Quick Facts  

 
  The 2008 Toll   2008 vs 2007 
            

Persons Killed 964   down   13.2% 

Persons Injured  35,619   down   10.2% 

Reported Crashes  123,969   down   8.3% 

Miles Traveled 59,148,000,000   down   3.5% 

 
 

¶ There were 964 people killed in 887 fatal crashes. 
 

¶ One traffic crash was reported every 255 seconds. 
 

¶ One person was injured in a traffic crash every 14 minutes and 47 seconds. 
 

¶ One person was killed in a traffic crash every 9 hours and 6 minutes. 
 

¶ Most Alabama crashes (72.1%) occurred in urban areas, but most fatalities (67.1%) occurred in 
rural areas. 

 

¶ For each person killed, there were 36.9 injured. 
 

¶ Of all drivers involved in fatal crashes, 8.8% were age 19 or under, and 22% were under 25 years of 
age.   

 

¶ Of all fatal crashes, 47% occurred at night. 
 

¶ The 2008 pedestrian death toll was 72. 
 

¶ There were 98 fatalities among motorcycle or moped riders. 
 

¶ Bicyclists accounted for 4 fatalities. 
 

¶ For adults who are injured in crashes while in the front seat of a vehicle, the probability of being 
killed is 10.48 times higher for those not wearing safety belts. 

 
 
 

Based on 2008 data, if you are a typical driver in Alabama, there is a 45.77% probability that 
you will be involved in an injury or fatal crash while driving an automobile in your lifetime. 
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Ten Year Traffic Trends 1999 -2008  
 

 

 
 

DOWN 9.95% IN 10 YEARS        DOWN 16.03% IN 10 YEARS 

  DOWN 24.42% IN 10 YEARS         DOWN 20.1% IN 10 YEARS 

        UP 11.94% IN 10 YEARS    UP 18.98% IN 10 YEARS 

    DOWN 19.47% IN 10 YEARS       UP 4.86% IN 10 YEARS 

UP 7.80% IN 10 YEARS 

UP 13.09% IN 10 YEARS 

Millions of Vehicles Millions of Drivers 

Billions of Dollars Billions of Miles 

Number of Fatalities Thousands of Crashes 
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Time Trends  

 
 

 
   Be careful not to start your weekend with a crash.   
   The most crash-prone period is Friday afternoon. 

  Crashes  % Deaths % 

Sunday 11,494 9.3 161 16.7 

Monday 17,540 14.1 110 11.4 

Tuesday 18,467 14.9 129 13.4 

Wednesday  18,559 15.0 110 11.4 

Thursday  18,881 15.2 110 11.4 

Friday 22,660 18.3 168 17.4 

Saturday  16,368 13.2 176 18.3 

TOTAL 123,969 100.0 964 100.0 

 

 

 

 

  Crashes  % Deaths % 

January 10,312 8.3% 75 7.8% 

February 10,451 8.4% 66 6.8% 

March 10,936 8.8% 73 7.6% 

April 10,673 8.6% 86 8.9% 

May 10,530 8.5% 82 8.5% 

June 9,519 7.7% 93 9.6% 

July 9,597 7.7% 89 9.2% 

August 10,287 8.3% 87 9.0% 

September 9,099 7.3% 83 8.6% 

October 10,756 8.7% 81 8.4% 

November 10,486 8.5% 72 7.5% 

December 11,323 9.1% 77 8.0% 

TOTAL 123,969 100.0% 964 100.0% 

 

  Crashes % Deaths % 

Midnight 1,604 1.3% 29 3.0% 

1:00 AM 1,424 1.1% 41 4.3% 

2:00 AM 1,431 1.2% 27 2.8% 

3:00 AM 1,154 0.9% 27 2.8% 

4:00 AM 1,168 0.9% 28 2.9% 

5:00 AM 1,794 1.4% 39 4.0% 

6:00 AM 3,144 2.5% 33 3.4% 

7:00 AM 8,092 6.5% 22 2.3% 

8:00 AM 5,443 4.4% 24 2.5% 

9:00 AM 4,835 3.9% 27 2.8% 

10:00 AM 5,499 4.4% 40 4.1% 

11:00 AM 6,768 5.5% 25 2.6% 

Noon 8,246 6.7% 32 3.3% 

1:00 PM 7,961 6.4% 48 5.0% 

2:00 PM 8,394 6.8% 48 5.0% 

3:00 PM 11,199 9.0% 56 5.8% 

4:00 PM 10,502 8.5% 49 5.1% 

5:00 PM 10,876 8.8% 66 6.8% 

6:00 PM 6,854 5.5% 51 5.3% 

7:00 PM 4,875 3.9% 47 4.9% 

8:00 PM 4,182 3.4% 65 6.7% 

9:00 PM 3,504 2.8% 58 6.0% 

10:00 PM 2,699 2.2% 41 4.3% 

11:00 PM 2,321 1.9% 41 4.3% 

Total 123,969 100.0% 964 100.0% 

DAY OF WEEK 

MONTH OF YEAR 

TIME OF DAY 



200 8 Alabama Traffic Cras h Facts  

 

 5 

12.7% 

6.9% 

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

J
a
n
u
a
ry

F
e
b

ru
a
ry

M
a
rc

h

A
p

ri
l

M
a
y

J
u
n
e

J
u
ly

A
u
g

u
s
t

S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r

O
c
to

b
e
r

N
o

v
e
m

b
e
r

D
e
c
e
m

b
e
r

T
o

ta
l 
N

u
m

b
e

r 
o

f 
C

ra
s

h
e

s

MONTH OF YEAR

8.3%
8.6%

8.8%

8.4% 8.5%

7.7% 7.7%
8.3%

7.3%

8.7%
8.5%

9.1%

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000
S

u
n
d

a
y

M
o

n
d

a
y

T
u
e
s
d

a
y

W
e
d

n
e
s
d

a
y
 

T
h
u
rs

d
a
y
 

F
ri
d

a
y

S
a
tu

rd
a
y
 

T
o

ta
l N

u
m

b
e
r 
o

f 
C

ra
s
h

e
s

DAY OF WEEK

9.3%

14.1%
14.9% 15.0% 15.2%

18.3%

13.2%

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


